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To protect, maintain, enhance
and restore California's
marine ecosystems for

their ecological values and
their use and enjoyment by
the public through good
science and effective
communication.

California Department of
Fish and Wildlife,
Marine Region

Image above: gray whale (Jan-Dirk Hansen)
below: diver (Jerry Loomis)
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California Department
of Fish and Wildlife

For more information:
www.wildlife.ca.gov

For boundaries and regulations, go to:

www.wildlife.ca.gov/MPAs
elp Op pOa g & PO q 3
388 4 A P 388 4
Repo O d gea
888-49 AR (4
0
0 ggear.ord
3 ore abo ean boa d 3
aleks gCleana ee O
4 004-69(
elp prote eabird
O DS and 0O pDeCia 0 e
eablirdProte 0 s 0 O
Cl C Cl Cl C C
/] QQ ' =Y(s O
. . C . C C ..-
Cl > adlE O Cl [) O C ()
C . C C - C C . .-
aCalifo 3 Org
CALIFORNIA e o) - S
i MARIN 7
) PRO D %

A Guide to
Fishing and Marine
Protected Areas

Monterey Harbor

Elkhorn Slough State Marine Conservation Area
Elkhorn Slough State Marine Reserve
Moro Cojo Slough State Marine Reserve
Soquel Canyon State Marine Conservation Area
Portuguese Ledge State Marine Conservation Area
Edward F. Ricketts State Marine Conservation Area
Lovers Point-Julia Platt State Marine Reserve
Pacific Grove Marine Gardens State Marine
Conservation Area
Asilomar State Marine Reserve
Carmel Bay State Marine Conservation Area
Carmel Pinnacles State Marine Reserve
Point Lobos State Marine Reserve
Point Lobos State Marine Conservation Area



What are Marine Protected Areas?

Just as the nation's parks, forests, and
wilderness areas protect special places
on land, California's state and federal
marine protected areas (MPAs) safeguard
our underwater wildlife, restore marine
ecosystems, and preserve critical

coastal habitats that allow sensitive
marine communities to recover and thrive.
California's State MPAs and National
Marine Sanctuaries help ensure the
ocean's bounty and beauty remain for
future generations to enjoy.

Why does California need MPAs?

MPAs are recognized tools for protecting,
enhancing and restoring marine life.
MPAs foster healthy habitats and natural
diversity, safeguarding the ocean's
bounty for the economic and recreational
opportunities of future generations.

How many MPAs are in California?

California was the first state in the nation
to establish a statewide network of MPAs.
There are now 124 MPAs from the border
of Oregon down to the border of Mexico.
The MPA network protects a variety of key
habitats by linking MPAs along the coast.
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Is Fishing Allowed in MPAs?

Fishing and the take of marine life such
as shellfish or seaweed is not allowed in
marine reserves and no-take marine
conservation areas, which make up
about half of California’s marine
protected areas. An inset map of local
MPAs with their regulations is provided
in this brochure.

Is Anchormg and Tran5|t
Allowed in MPAs?

Boats are allowed to anchor and transit
through an MPA, however, fishing gear
may not be deployed when in marine
reserves or other MPAs that prohibit
fishing for the species you have onboard.
For additional information, scan the QR
code on the right to visit the California

Department of Fish and Wildlife's website.

Photo credit: top left (Tressa Bronner);
top right (NOAA/NOS); middle center (Josh Pederson)
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MPAs & Fishing Regulations

Scan the QR code

to the left with
your smartphone
or other internet
enabled device to
visit the California
Department of Fish
and Wildlife's MPA
mobile website.
The website allows you to search for
information about MPA boundaries and
regulations. You can also use your GPS
location to locate the closest MPA(s) and
determine whether or not you are
currently in an MPA.

Go Fishing

Recreational & Commercial Fishing
Information:

phone: 831-649-2870

website: www.wildlife.ca.gov/fishing

Recreational Groundfish "hotline"
831-649-2801

Recreational Salmon "hotline"
707-576-3429
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MPA Allowed Uses MPA Allowed Uses MPA Allowed Uses MPA Allowed Uses
Elkhorn Slough, No take, damage, injury, or Itis unla\(vful to injure, dama.ge, take or possess any living,| [Itis unla\(vful to injure, dama.ge, take or possess any living, It is unlawful to injure, damage, take or possess any
Moro Cojo Slough, possession of any living, geological, or cultur:cll marine resource for recref?tlonal geological, or cultur:cll marine resource for recref?tlonal living, geological, or cultural marine resource
Lovers Point-Julia geologic, or cultural marine and/or commercial purposes, with the following and/or commercial purposes, with the following for recreational and/or commercial purposes,
Platt, Asilomar, mesna 18 allenEd. specified exceptions: specified exceptions: with the following specified exceptions:
gsgn;ili:tml_gabﬂgs’ Elkhorn  Recreactional take of finfish by hook-and-line Soquel Recre.act.ior)al a.nd commercial take of Eglward F. Recreational take of finfish by hqok-and-line only
SMRs Slough  only, and clams from the slough's north shore Canyon and pelagic finfish® is allowed. Ricketts is allowed. Commercial take of giant kelp and bull
SMCA near the Moss Landing State Wildlife Area, is Portuguese SMCA kelp by hand is allowed.
allowed. Ledge ! See current fishing regulations for Point Lobos Recreational and commercial take of salmon and
SMCAs definition of "pelagic finfish." SMCA albacore is allowed. Commercial take of spot prawn
is allowed.
Pacific Grove Recreational take of finfish is allowed.
0 =1'C al DU C 2 FProte 20 Ar€c Marine Gardens | Commercial take of giant kelp and bull
_ T and Carmel kelp by hand is allowed.
e Bay SMCAs
L AR A ..

MPAs - Good for the Ocean; Good for You!
Know the Rules Before You Head Out.

For Ocean Fishing Laws and Regulations, go to:
www.wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean

For MPA boundaries, maps, coordinates and allowed uses,

; ) -y go to: www.wildlife.ca.gov/MPAs
: R . MPA-related questions?
v X A Contact AskMPA@wildlife.ca.gov
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This document is provided as a courtesy, and does
waswe Satn not replace the official laws and regulations found
- in the California Fish and Game Code or the
Saee California Code of Regulation Title 14.
TR — e A fishing license is required for any fishing.
wRers e -3- ™ ® All existing take regulations still apply in addition
AW (o ) to the ones listed above.
b | . [
- a
- 5 - ® Unless otherwise stated, all non-consumptive
s 2 rens @un : recreational activities are allowed.
B 2 R
o N : e "Take" means to hunt, pursue, catch, capture or
—-— kill fish, mollusks, or crustaceans, or attempting
¥ 4 - to do so.
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